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What I have to offer here is not so much a paper as some scraps of paper. These represent, on the whole, the result of enquiries on which I have embarked at various times, but which I have not pursued rigorously to their appropriate conclusions. Nor does it now seem likely that I shall ever do so. To some extent, therefore, what I am presenting is an agenda of unfinished business, in the hope that some of the themes I have partially discussed will seem to others to be worth taking further. To this I must add that, even if this were a paper rather than a scrapbook, it would still be an imperfectly structured and incomplete paper. I shall present, to some extent, the beginning of the story and the end -though I shall, perversely, reverse their chronological order. The middle, however, will be all but completely missing. This is because my explorations, such as they have been, have never taken me beyond the threshold of Bentham's Scotch Reform writings, which ought clearly to constitute the missing part of the story, falling as they do in that middle ground between the Bentham of the radical Enlightenment and the Bentham of philosophical radicalism.
One more preliminary point before I begin -at the end. 1 One reason for raising this subject at all is, I suggest, that there is something of a paradox to be considered.
Bentham was, like Elizabeth I, 'mere English' -and he has always seemed to me to be, if not representatively, at all events essentially English in many of his
characteristics. Yet it is a striking fact that many of the most important relationships in his life were with Scotsmen. I will not labour the case of John Lind, beyond pointing out that Lind was definitely of Scots extraction, his grandfather Adam Lind being, in this branch of the family, the one who took the high road that led so may writings on religion and the church -sometimes ascribed to Bowring's circumspection must be regarded as (to use an aptly Scottish verdict) not proven. The probability is that the edition was cut short for the eminently respectable reason that the money to publish more was not to be found; and such a decision would presumably have been taken in Edinburgh, where the financial shoe pinched. Again, Burton's own Benthamiana must surely have had many more readers than 'the greater work' to which, as Burton's widow remarked, it was intended to be 'a precursor'. Fragment on Government, bearing in mind that this was still very much the period when he was defining his intellectual position and declaring his intellectual loyalties, we shall find indications of important issues. There is, for instance, the contempt with which Bentham rejects the 'common sense' rejoinder to Hume's sceptical reasoninghis satire against the 'trio of Scotch Doctors' -James Beattie, Thomas Reid, and James Oswald -who 'won't be argued with', who 'cut everything short with the sword of common sense'. 14 Now it was, of course and above all, Hume's 'infidelity' that aroused such opposition; and it is reasonable to conclude that, for Bentham, beneficially than 'poor Blackstone' had achieved. 16 The library of University College
London has Bentham's marked copy of the book; but it has to be said that this evidence suggests that, when Bentham was not using 'Keymis' as a stick with which to beat Blackstone, his admiration fell some way short of idolatry. He was, to be sure, The evidence is, of course, to be found in Francis Jeffrey's 1804 review of the Dumont Traités de législation (1802); and it may suffice here to make two points.
First, the review was notably unsatisfactory to both Bentham and Dumont at the time.
Three years after it appeared, Bentham was still referring to it as 'that critique on Dumont Principes which we were all so discontented with'. Dumont himself, as soon as he read the article, wrote, with wry irony, 'I am charmed that the lessons of these young people have come in time to prevent me from continuing my follies. I only just
wait to read what they say, before I throw all your MSS into the fire'. 22 
